
Beyond Connectivity -  
Affordable Access for Education, 

Health and Empowerment (AA4EDU)

Information exchange, 16Feb2026

Professor, Department of Technology Systems (ITS) 
Lead, Digital Global Health at the Centre for Global Health (CGH) 

Secretary General, Basic Internet Foundation

Josef Noll

https://www.orange.com/en/our-group/our-international-presence/africa-and-middle-east 

https://www.orange.com/en/our-group/our-international-presence/africa-and-middle-east


AA4EDU Feb2026, Josef Noll

Yngvar Lundh Pål Spilling

Mobile Internet as basis for 
empowerment
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How come these guys didn’t think of that?

Source: http://www.michaelkaul.de/History/history.html
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India:  
40,6%

Kjeller

1994: Opera 
Software 

1973: Internet 
to Kjeller/Europe

2014: Basic Internet  
«Connect the Future»

2011: Lisala in DRC (satellite) 
2019: Tanzania & Mali (Orange) 
2021-24: 250 schools TZ, KE 
2025: Affordable Access AA4EDU 
2026: Ethiopia (DHP4DPI.eu) 
2026: DRC, Malawi

http://www.michaelkaul.de/History/history.html
http://DHP4DPI.eu


DHP4DPI (2026-2029) contact: Misra Abdulahi (Jimma), Mahima Venkateswaran (NIPH), Josef Noll & Jonathan Muringani (UiO)

Sustainable Empowerment -  
catalysts for the SDGs and health empowerment
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SDG 1.4 Equal access to 
basic services 

SDG 4.A Education 
facilities for effective 
learning for all 

SDG 5.B Use of enabling 
technologies 

SDG 9.C universal and 
affordable access 

SDG 16.10 ensure public 
access to information  

SDG 17 Partnerships for 
the Goals
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Establish Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) 
and apply the model of the road
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[Source: https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/digital-public-infrastructure ]

Step 2:

Step 1:

at the school, health station and community centre

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/digital-public-infrastructure
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Our approach:  
Local empowerment & ownership

➡ wireless information spot 
(InfoSpot) 

➡ Reaching out >20 km to 
mobile network  

➡ Affordable solution: OPEX 
<20 USD/month 

➡ piloted with Orange 
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Our Journey
➡ 2011: Lisala in DRC  

• satellite is too expensive (200 USD+) 

➡ 2019: Tanzania & Mali (Orange) 
• 10 pilots in villages, OPEX <20 USD/month (10 GB) 
• 15%-60% Health knowledge increase (HIV/Aids, Tbc, Cysticercosis) 

➡ 2021-24: 250 schools in Tanzania & Kenya 
• Package-based mobile broadband does not work 

➡ 2025: Affordable Access for Education, Health and 
Empowerment (AA4EDU) 
• launch at the Internet Governance Forum (IGF2025) 
• Vodacom TZ Foundation: unlimited data, 10 Mbps, 60 kTZS (~20 USD) 

➡ 2025: Ethio Telecom joined AA4EDU 
• unlimited data for less than 10 USD/month 

➡ 2026: Digital Health Promotion for Digital Public 
Infrastructure (DHP4DPI.eu), Ethiopia 

➡ 2026: DRC, Malawi - invite Orange for AA4EDU
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J. Noll, C. R. Kimambo, P. Mmbando, 2021, “Impact of School Connectivity on Societal Empowerment”,  
https://its-wiki.no/images/f/fd/Impact_SchoolConnectivity.pdf 

https://basicinternet.org/affordable-access-for-education-health-aa4edu/
https://basicinternet.org/affordable-access-for-education-health-aa4edu/
https://basicinternet.org/affordable-access-for-education-health-aa4edu/
http://DHP4DPI.eu
https://its-wiki.no/images/f/fd/Impact_SchoolConnectivity.pdf


Additional Slides

7



Oct 2013, Josef Noll

2011-2013 Lisala in DRC

• 3 products 
– Satellite link 
– public Wifi access point 
– Sat.-based public Wifi access point 

• Success technology usage 
– University of Lisala  
– Deployment at 4 other universities in 

Kinshasa (DRC) 
– 10 additional implementations
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1. Is access to digital health information a 
universal human right? 

2. How can we enable access, especially for 
people and groups left behind by traditional 

business models?

9

2014 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
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“Connect the Unconnected” 
Selela Market Place

10

- Antenna in 6 m height 
- Reaches Tigo tower > 20 km away

Tigo 
Tower

Lake 
Manjara

Serengeti Selela

Mbaash

Mto wa 
Mbu
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“Connect the Unconnected” 
Izazi
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Village office

Antenna

Installation time: 1,5 h 
catching the signal from the Vodacom 
tower in Migoli (~10km away)



DHP4DPI (2026-2029) contact: Misra Abdulahi (Jimma), Mahima Venkateswaran (NIPH), Josef Noll & Jonathan Muringani (UiO)

2019-2021 “Digital Inclusion” DigI.BasicInternet.no 
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DigitalGlobalHealth.no 

[Source: Christine Holst, UiO]

http://DigI.BasicInternet.no
http://DigitalGlobalHealth.no


DHP4DPI (2026-2029) contact: Misra Abdulahi (Jimma), Mahima Venkateswaran (NIPH), Josef Noll & Jonathan Muringani (UiO)

Health information through animations 
Snapshots from platform, HIV and Cysticercosis animations
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[Source: Christine Holst, UiO (Nov2019)]

Results: Knowledge increase in 

Cysticercosis (TSCT)     6
0%  

Tuberculosis        
        

   30% 

HIV/AIDS        
        

        
13%
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2021-2024 
Connected 250+ schools in TZ, KE, ET
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Usingo Secondary School, Kenya, 2021

Koje Secondary School, ET, 2019



DHP4DPI (2026-2029) contact: Misra Abdulahi (Jimma), Mahima Venkateswaran (NIPH), Josef Noll & Jonathan Muringani (UiO)
Basic Internet Foundation

➡ Competence, Configure 
➡ Install at schools/communities
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2023 

Regional Competence Centre (RCC)



DHP4DPI (2026-2029) contact: Misra Abdulahi (Jimma), Mahima Venkateswaran (NIPH), Josef Noll & Jonathan Muringani (UiO)

Schools/Communities

▪Connect the schools 

▪Create content 
• Health 
• Education, Energy 
• Gov. Services
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DHP4DPI (2026-2029) contact: Misra Abdulahi (Jimma), Mahima Venkateswaran (NIPH), Josef Noll & Jonathan Muringani (UiO)

2025: AA4EDU launch 

➡ Internet Governance Forum 2025, 
Norway 

➡ Launch partner: Vodacom TZ Foundation 
▪ Claire Sithorpe (GSMA),  
▪ Sudhir Dixit (IEEE CTU),  
▪ Jorge Perreira (DG Connect, EU),  
▪ Asim Adeel (GIZ),  
▪ Catherine Kimambo (African Child Projects),  
▪ Nicholas Nazar (ISOC TZ),  
▪ Jonathan Muringani (Basic Internet 

Foundation) and  
▪ Prof Josef Noll (UiO) 
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Tittel 

Background: 
- Lack of digital participation and costs of access 
- Lack of inclusive digital infrastructures in SSA, e.g. only 35% 
of the population in Ethiopia has mobile internet 
- Digital Health Information is fragmented  

Goals:  
- “Knowledge that changes the world” 
- Support Digital Health Promotion (DHP) for All 
- Establish health information in schools and communities 
- Pave the way for inclusive digital public infrastructure  (DPI) 
- 229 weeks of exchange between Norway and Ethiopia 

Project Owner: Universitet i Oslo (UiO), Project leader: Josef Noll (jnoll@uio.no) 
Collaborating partners: University in Jimma, Ethiopia, and Norwegian Institute for Public 

Health (NIPH)  
Project period: 2026-2029 
Application type: Collaborative Project to Meet Societal and Industry-related Challenges 
Public funding: 5 mill. NOK 
Web-site: http://DHP4DPI.eu  
Project Number: 359797

2026-2029 
Digital Health Promotion for 
Digital Public Infrastructure 
(DHP4DPI)

http://DHP4DPI.eu

