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Summary: 
Non-discriminating access for Digital Inclusion
● Digital Inclusion is the key for sustainable development 

➡ Complementary to traditional industry 

➡ Relevant for the developing world (and the World) 

● Net neutrality 

➡ access to information, compressed text and pictures 
through the InfoInternet 

● Establishing the pilots for Digital Inclusion through 
Information access 
➡ Focus in Tanzania on Health 
➡ Focus in DRC on education/work 

● Well-balanced team 

➡ Strong local presence 
➡ Academia, Politics, Industry and SMEs 

● Addressing the challenges of “Empower the people at the 
bottom of the pyramid” 
➡ Catalyst for Sustainable Development Goals 2030
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Main objectives - InfoInternet provision
! Free access to information 

➡ for everyone 
➡ for all times (sustainable 

business model) 
➡ KPI evaluation 

! Pilot in Tanzania 
➡ Health information 
➡ 2 health spots (Phase A) 
➡ 10 health spots (Phase B) 

! Pilot in DRC 
➡ Extend GSM with InfoInternet 
➡ 2 + 6 off-grid villages (A + B) 

! Sustainability and Impact
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Focus in Tanzania
! “nobody pays for a health video” 

➡ 10 min of video or 10 months of 
information? 

! Addressing health as the basis 
for further development 

! from Global Health to digital 
Global Health
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Focus in DRC
! Internet as enabler for Digital 

Society 

! Potential services:  
➡ voucher-sales for digital services, 
➡ electrical lights,  
➡ programs and mentoring for 

education and health 
! Sustainability  

➡ operated by commercial actor 
➡ service continuity (free 

InfoInternet) 
➡ only 2-2,5% of bandwidth needed
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Impact and Global Partnership
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Partnership for Digital Africa
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Google translate http://www.aftenposten.no/meninger/debatt/
Kronikk-Som-gjesteland-pa-G20-toppmotet-ma-vi-
bidra-til-a-endre-verden--Erna-
Solberg-614076b.html
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1. Sustainability Goals (SDGs) and Agenda 2030
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Our contribution: 
! Information for all (InfoInternet) 

➡ free access to text and pictures 
• the “walk on the Internet” 

➡ paid access to amusement 
• “Toll Roads” 

! The catalyst for the SDGs
Goal: Include people 
with 1 USD/month 
for communications

Free local info 
- health 
- education

Péage
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2. Migration and Partnership with Africa
! Example: Digital Tanzania 

➡ Unconnected: 13 Million people in 4.000 villages 
➡ Combined effort of  
➡ IT industry,  
➡ World Bank,  
➡ Telecom and  
➡ Norwegian Industry
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! Funding requirements 
➡  0.25 B€ for Digital Tanzania  
➡  2.5 B€, DE for hosting refugees 

(2016) 
➡  5.4 B€ asked by Banca Monte dei 

Paschi di Siena SpA to be saved 
➡ 55.2 B€ operational Costs for EU 

Frontex border control (total 89 B€)

GSM + Wifi 
- 200W 
- MicroBTS

Cost: 70 kUS$/village
1 USD/month for Telecom
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3. Health and Education
! “nobody pays for a health video” 

➡ 10 min of video or 10 months of 
information? 

➡ need for 2-2,5% of bandwidth for free 
information 

! Health as basis for further development 
! Education  
! Participation in the Digital Society
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How can we help?
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Provide Everyone 
with Free Access to 

Information 

https://globalhealthmedia.org/videos/ebola-portfolio/

Our contribution: 
! Information for all (InfoInternet) 

➡ free access to text and pictures 
• the “walk on the Internet” 

➡ paid access to amusement 
• “Toll Roads” 

! The catalyst for the SDGs

Free local info 
- health 
- education
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Summary
! What is the project about? 

➡ Providing free access to information for 
everyone 

➡ Inclusion in the digital society 
➡ Catalyst for the SDGs 

! What is the innovation in your 
project? 

➡ InfoInternet - sustainable business 
➡ Local free video content for Health and 

Education 
➡ Ecosystem for Digital inclusion 
➡ Digital Global Health Platform, (Village 

market platform) 

! What is the potential for it to be 
brought to scale after the project? 

➡ Business operation through local 
operators (TZ: Amotel, Halotel, Airtel…) 

➡ Buz partners involved: Orange, 
IPXextenso 

➡ invitation: IT-industry,… 
! What are the biggest risks in the 

project, and how will you mitigate 
them? 

➡ Business culture —- involvement of 
local: Ministry of Health, NIMR, … 

➡ no-take up: text & pictures not sufficient 
for digital literacy
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Partners 
DigI.BasicInternet.no/About
! 11 partners from 5 countries
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Answering NetNeutrality
! Net Neutrality:  

The principle that Internet service providers should enable access to all 
content and applications regardless of the source, and without favouring or 
blocking particular products or websites. 

! InfoInternet principles 
➡ Free access to all content being text and pictures, payed access to high-bandwidth 

services  
➡ All the Internet, without favouring or blocking particular products or websites
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[Source: Oxford Dictionary]

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/net_neutrality
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Impact & 
Scalability
! Connecting the 

unconnected 4.000 
villages in Tanzania 
➡ Fibre to regions 
➡ “connecting” 

! Addressing Digital 
Development 
Partnership (DDP) 
from Worldbank 

! Collaboration from 
Norway & Tanzania 
➡ Invite IT (Google, 

Microsoft) 
➡ Invite GSMA  
➡ Create showcase for 

Worldbank DDP
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Technical Annex
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Basic Internet – high level solution

● Distributed architecture 
➡ Centralised core 
➡ Local core network 
➡ Local information 
➡ Local access 

● Fri access to  
➡ Basic Information (InfoInternet) 
➡ Local Information 

● Paid access (voucher) 
➡ For full Internet, including 
➡ Video, Streaming, Games 

● Connectivity to 
➡ Mobile Operator Network 
➡ Radio Link Network 
➡ Satellite back-bone
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Conclusions:  
Free access to Information
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for a world: 

 “Where everyone 

can open his browser 

and get free access 

to Internet"
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